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Front cover image: The Fluid—Mosaic Membrane Model 
of biological membrane structure, as originally proposed 
in 1972. In this cross-sectional submicro- or nano-sized 
structural view of a cell membrane the solid bodies with 
stippled cut surfaces represent globular integral membrane 
proteins, which at intermediate range are randomly 
distributed in the plane of the membrane. At short range, 
some integral membrane proteins form specific integral 
protein complexes, as shown in the figure. The figure 
represents integral proteins in a completely fluid bilayer lipid 
phase, and it does not contain other membrane-associated 
structures or membrane domains of different compositions. 
From Science 175 (1972) 720–731 (see Nicolson, pp. 1451–1466, 
this issue).
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